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Special Exception for Waiver of Sign Regulations 

 

February 21, 2022 

 

Clark Construction Group, LLC (“Applicant” or “Clark”), with the endorsement and 

authorization from the title owner, is hereby respectfully submitting this special exception 

application seeking a waiver of certain sign regulations pursuant to Zoning Ordinance Section 

7102.2(B) to allow additional building-mounted sign area on the existing office building in 

Tysons located at 7900 Westpark Drive (Tax Map No. 29-4 ((07)) 0006A) (“Property”).  The 

Property is known as the Silverline Center, is zoned C-4 (High Intensity Office District), 

Highway Corridor Overlay District (HC) and Sign Control Overlay District (SC) and contains 

approximately 7.9 acres.   

 

I. Introduction 

 

 Clark Construction Group, founded in 1906, is one of the most experienced and respected 

building and civil construction firms in the country.  Clark is consistently ranked as one of the 

top contractors in the nation, both in project delivery and community partnerships. With more 

than 4,200 employees, 10 offices around the country, and annual revenues of approximately $5 

billion, some of Clark’s notable projects include the Dwight D. Eisenhower Memorial, National 

Museum of African American History and Culture, Chase Center, Naval Hospital at Camp 

Pendleton, Long Beach Civic Center, Nationals Park, and Inova Schar Cancer Institute. Recent 

community awards include the Prince George’s Chamber of Commerce Business of the Year, the 

University of Illinois’ Diversity Partnership Award, and the Beverly Willis Architecture 

Foundation’s Built by Women Award. 

 

The Property consists of approximately 7.9 acres of C-4 zoned land located at 7900 

Westpark, adjacent to I-495 and Jones Branch Road.  The Property is currently improved with a 

12-story office building, associated parking structures, and various landscaping.  Clark intends to 

use the office building to relocate its corporate headquarters from Bethesda to Tysons.  As such, 

Clark has leased over one-half of the existing 12-story building and will be bringing over 550 

employees to the Property.  When the Applicant moves into this location and establishes its new 

headquarters, the office building will become over 85% leased and occupied.   

 

The Applicant desires one additional building-mounted sign on the office building to 

identify its corporate presence in Tysons.  The office building has some existing building-

mounted signage identifying existing tenants at the Property.  Pursuant to Section 

7101(3)(A)(1)(a) of the Zoning Ordinance because the office building contains multiple tenants 

that access via a common entrance and because the office building has 377 feet of linear building 

frontage, it is allowed a total of 427 square feet of building-mounted signage by right.  This by-

right signage is subject, however, to the limitation that no sign may be greater than 200 square 

feet, unless approved by Special Exception.   
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II. Description of Application Request  

 

 The Applicant is requesting that the Board of Supervisors waive certain sign regulations 

in Zoning Ordinance Section 7102.2(B) to permit an increase in the total amount of building-

mounted signage allowed to accommodate a second tenant identity sign on the office building.  

This request will not affect approved building facades, building or Property uses, or approved 

landscaping.  Furthermore, as explained below, this request is entirely consistent with similar 

approvals grants for nearby properties in Tysons and along I-495.  

 

 Per Zoning Ordinance Section 7101(3)(A)(1)(a), the office building can accommodate up 

to 427 square feet of building-mounted signage without seeking a special exception.  Currently, 

with large office vacancies in the building, there is only 211 square feet of building mounted 

signage for tenants such as Logi Analytics, Han Palace Restaurant, Bourbon Coffee Shop and 

Ahra Kitchen.  As shown in the Comprehensive Sign Program prepared by Gensler (“Sign 

Plans” included with the special exception application, the Applicant proposes to add two 

additional building-mounted signs to identify the presence of its corporate headquarters in 

Tysons.  Both signs are 200 square feet in sign area (8’9” by 22’10”), internally illuminated and 

display the Applicant’s name.  The signs are consistent with similar signature corporate identity 

signs in the immediate surroundings (i.e., Hilton, USA Today, PenFed, Capital One, Wells 

Fargo, etc.).  One of the signs is allowed by right under the Property’s existing 427 square feet of 

permitted building mounted sign area, but a sign area waiver is needed for the installation of the 

second sign.  The specific amount of the sign area waiver request is 184 square feet.  If 

approved, the total building mounted sign area would be 611 square feet which is a rather modest 

amount for a Tysons signature building containing over 530,000 square feet of gross floor area.     

 

The proposed Clark signs would be located on the office building’s roofline along its 

northern façade, facing the I-495 and along its southern façade on the building’s frontage facing 

Westpark Drive.  The placement of the sign on the northern roofline is a strategic decision to 

take advantage of Property’s unique locational advantage abutting I-495 which is the prime 

gateway to Tysons Corner and the business epicenter of Northern Virginia.   

 

III. Conformance with Zoning Ordinance Requirements 

 

 The following information is provided in accordance with various sections of the Zoning 

Ordinance pertaining to Special Exceptions: 

 

Zoning Ordinance Subsection 7102(2)(B) 

 

In commercial and industrial districts, the Board may approve, either in conjunction with the 

approval of a rezoning or as a special exception, a modification or waiver of the sign regulations 

in accordance with the following: 

 

(1)  Such waiver may be for an increase in sign area, increase in sign height, or different 

location of a sign, not otherwise provided by subsection 7102.3.  Such waiver may not 

allow the erection of a freestanding sign or off-site sign not otherwise permitted by 

this Ordinance, or the establishment of any sign prohibited by Article 7. 

https://online.encodeplus.com/regs/fairfaxcounty-va/doc-view.aspx?pn=0&ajax=0&secid=400
https://online.encodeplus.com/regs/fairfaxcounty-va/doc-viewer.aspx#secid-260
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The Applicant is only requesting an increase in sign area for one building mounted sign at the 

Property.  No relief is requested involving sign height, sign location or freestanding signage.  It 

is worth noting, too, that the requested signage modifications would not be a large deviation 

from what the Applicant could achieve by-right. The application only involves adding a second 

building identity sign for Clark’s corporate identity as the building’s new major tenant.  

 

(2) The Board may approve such waiver only when the applicant demonstrates that there 

are unusual circumstances or conditions in terms of location, topography, size, or 

configuration of the lot; access to the lot; unusual size or orientation of 

the structure on the lot; or other unique circumstance of the land or structure that 

impacts the applicant's ability to provide for a reasonable identification of the use. 

 

There are several unusual circumstances and site conditions justifying the Applicant’s 

request.  The 7900 Westpark Drive building is oriented nearly perpendicular to I-495 which 

impacts the Applicant’s ability to provide reasonable identification.  The building configuration 

makes the northern and southern facades the most prominent locations for building signage as 

they face I-495.  This orientation presents the opportunity to adopt prominent site signage along 

the roofline on the two facades to recognize Clark as the building’s new major tenant and 

importantly their corporate presence in Tysons.  In order to capitalize on the Property’s 

prominent location, while simultaneously mitigating the effects of the building’s perpendicular 

footprint, the Applicant is requesting additional sign area for one of the two proposed roof signs. 

 

The 7900 Westpark building’s close proximity to the I-495 Beltway, including the Route 

123 interchange, is another circumstance in terms of location.  Further, the building only has 

access from Westpark Drive.  This road is unique in that it curves around the corner along the 

building’s frontage thus limiting visibility.  This condition is reflected in the Google Maps aerial 

photo attached below.  Thus, the possible opportunities for visible signage on the eastern side of 

the building and Property are very limited. 

 

https://online.encodeplus.com/regs/fairfaxcounty-va/doc-view.aspx?pn=0&ajax=0&secid=344
https://online.encodeplus.com/regs/fairfaxcounty-va/doc-view.aspx?pn=0&ajax=0&secid=433
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Further, the building’s visibility heading east on Westpark Drive is restricted by the 

mature trees that make up the streetscape and the very large sign for the Virginia EZ Pass Hot 

Lanes.  A Google Maps Street View image of this situation is attached below.  These features of 

the Property negatively impact the title owner’s and Applicant's ability to provide for a 

reasonable identification of the tenants and uses in the building. 
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The Applicant believes that the fact the Property contains a legacy building that dates 

back to 1972 is a unique circumstance.  Especially in an area that has undergone a major 

transformation in the last ten years that will continue for many years to come.  In order for the 

title owner to compete in the office marketplace in the “new Tysons” and attract and retain high 

quality corporate tenants, the need for visible signage is critical.  As the Planning Commission 

and Board of Supervisors have found in other recent signage applications, low vacancy rates in 

high quality buildings are an unusual circumstance and condition when faced with the title 

owner’s desire to remain competitive.  The current occupancy level for 7900 Westpark is slightly 

more than 50%.   

 

The Property and its ownership have always demonstrated a commitment to quality as 

evidenced by the major renovations completed in 2015, which included modernized amenities 

and a brand-new all-glass façade. The proposed building mounted signage is tasteful and 

aesthetically pleasing and represents only a modest increase above code when compared to other 

similar nearby applications.  Upon the Applicant relocating to the Property, the building’s 

occupancy rate will increase to over 85%.    

 

(3)  The Board determines that such waiver will be in harmony with the policies of 

the Comprehensive Plan. 

 

This request is in line with the Comprehensive Plan’s guidance for the Property.  The 

Property is located within Subarea 2 – Capital Beltway Office Area of the North Central – Office 

Subdistrict in the Tysons Urban Center portion of the Comprehensive Plan.  This area is 

developed with office buildings and one of Tysons’ larger hotels and is planned for and 

developed with intensities up to 1.65 FAR and building heights up to 175 feet.  The Property 

currently conforms to these use and bulk recommendations. 

 

The vision for the Office Subdistrict is to continue to be a focus of corporate headquarters 

and regional offices.  By approving prominent building signage, this request furthers the 

Comprehensive Plan’s goals in this regard by facilitating a new corporate headquarters at the 

Property.  Such signage will continue to attract and retain other office uses of the Property in line 

with the Comprehensive Plan. 

 

One of the performance objectives of the Tysons Urban Center Plan is conformance with 

the guidance in the Urban Design section of the Tysons Plan and the adopted Tysons Urban 

Design Guidelines1.  The Guidelines were originally adopted in 2012 and Chapter 5 specifically 

has recommendations for Signage and Wayfinding.  In Section 5.2, building identity signs are 

recommended to recognize corporate identity or a major tenant’s identity.  Such signs should be 

sized proportionally to the building’s height but should not be taller than one story in height.  

The signs should be located in the top half of the building close to the roofline and should be 

limited to one per each side of the building. 

 

 
1 The Design Guidelines recommended that a Comprehensive Sign Plan (CSP) be submitted for all redevelopment 

applications to provide flexibility, but those types of applications are only allowed in P Districts, so the Property is  

not eligible to request a CSP under the current C-4 zoning. 

https://online.encodeplus.com/regs/fairfaxcounty-va/doc-view.aspx?pn=0&ajax=0&secid=307
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In this application, Clark’s proposed signs closely align with the design suggestions of 

the Guidelines.  They identify a major tenant with a large corporate presence, are located near the 

roofline on two separate facades of the building and are appropriately sized at 200 square feet 

each in sign area.   

 

(4)  The Board may approve a waiver of the sign provisions only in those locations 

where, based upon a review of the relationship of the sign to the land, buildings and 

conforming signs in the neighborhood, it determines that the sign will not have any 

deleterious effect on the existing or planned development of adjacent properties and 

that it is consistent with the purpose and intent of Article 7. 

 

The request will not create deleterious effects on surrounding existing developments.  

The Property is surrounded by office, residential and commercial development within the 

Subarea 2 – Capital Beltway Office Area, the Subarea 1- DAAR Office Area and the Subarea 3 - 

West Park Urban Neighborhood.  This includes the Gannett, Pentagon Federal Credit Union 

(PenFed) and Hilton Worldwide office buildings and hotel with their signature corporate 

signage.  The Property is bounded on its east side by I-495 with lanes in-bound and out-bound 

from Tysons.   

 

For comparison purposes under the same Comprehensive Plan guidance, Hilton received 

additional sign area in 2010 for its headquarters at 7930 Jones Branch Drive in 2010 in Case No. 

SE 2010-PR-010 to allow two 200 square foot signs on the northern and southern sides of the 

building.  PenFed was granted a waiver of the sign area regulations in 2016 in Case No. SEA 94-

P-040-03 at 7940 Jones Branch Drive for over 400 square feet of additional sign area.  The 

Gannett headquarters was approved for 300 square foot rooftop signs and over 1,800 square feet 

of total sign area in 1994 in Case No. SE 94-P-040.  Directly across the beltway from the 

Property, the Capital One project obtained approval in CSPA 2010-PR-021 in 2018 for signs 

facing I-495 with 900 square feet and 500 square feet of sign area.   

 

Overall, the Applicant’s proposed signage is in keeping with the current and proposed 

uses of the area.  Furthermore, the Applicant’s proposed signage utilizes an attractive two-tone 

design that harmonizes with the Tysons skyline.  This request is in keeping with the Property’s 

status by facilitating prominent building signage for the new major tenant indicating Clark’s 

corporate presence.   

 

Zoning Ordinance Subsection 4102.1(F) (2) - General Standards  

 

In addition to the specific standards set forth hereinafter with regard to particular special 

exception uses, all such uses shall satisfy the following general standards:  

 

(a) The proposed use at the specified location must be in harmony with the Comprehensive 

Plan.  

 

For the reasons stated previously, the proposed signs are in harmony with the adopted 

Comprehensive Plan, including the Tysons Urban Design Guidelines. 

 

https://online.encodeplus.com/regs/fairfaxcounty-va/doc-view.aspx?pn=0&ajax=0&secid=379
https://online.encodeplus.com/regs/fairfaxcounty-va/doc-viewer.aspx#secid-260
https://online.encodeplus.com/regs/fairfaxcounty-va/doc-view.aspx?pn=0&ajax=0&secid=307
https://online.encodeplus.com/regs/fairfaxcounty-va/doc-view.aspx?pn=0&ajax=0&secid=307
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(b)  The proposed use shall be in harmony with the general purpose and intent of the 

applicable zoning district regulations.  

 

For the reasons stated previously, the proposed signage is in harmony with and serves to 

promote the intent of the C-4 District for high intensity office use. 

 

(c) The proposed use, including its design and operational characteristics, must not 

adversely affect the use or future development of neighboring properties and must be in 

accordance with the applicable zoning district regulations. The location, size and height 

of buildings, structures, walls, and fences, as well as the nature and extent of screening, 

buffering and landscaping cannot hinder or discourage the appropriate development and 

use, or impair the value of, adjacent or nearby land or buildings.  

 

For the reasons stated previously, the proposed signage will not adversely impact 

neighboring properties. 

 

(d) Pedestrian and vehicular traffic associated with the use must not be hazardous or conflict 

with the existing and anticipated traffic in the neighborhood.  

 

There will not be any pedestrian or vehicular traffic associated with the proposed signage. 

 

(e) Adequate utility, drainage, and other necessary facilities to serve the proposed use must 

be provided.  

 

Adequate utility, drainage and other necessary facilities already exist and are not 

impacted by the proposed sign.   

 

(f) Signs are regulated by Article 7; however, the Board or BZA may impose stricter 

requirements for a given use than those set forth in this Ordinance.  

 

This application is filed in accordance with Article 7’s regulations.  

 

Zoning Ordinance Subsection 8101(3)(C)(2)- Pertinent Information 

 

For all special exception and special permit applications, a written statement provided 

by the applicant describing the proposed use, giving all pertinent information, specifically 

including: 

 

(a) Type of Operation. 

 

The application involves seeking permission to install one building identity sign on an 

existing office building. 

 

(b) Hours of Operation. 

 

Not applicable. 

https://online.encodeplus.com/regs/fairfaxcounty-va/doc-view.aspx?pn=0&ajax=0&secid=433
https://online.encodeplus.com/regs/fairfaxcounty-va/doc-view.aspx?pn=0&ajax=0&secid=324
https://online.encodeplus.com/regs/fairfaxcounty-va/doc-viewer.aspx#secid-260
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(c) Estimated number of patrons, clients, pupils, etc. 

 

Not applicable.   

 

(d) Proposed number of employees, attendants, teachers, etc. 

 

The Applicant is proposing to employ over 550 people at the Property.   

 

(e) Estimate of traffic impact of the proposed use, including the maximum expected trip 

generation and the distribution of these trips by mode and time of day. 

 

No traffic will be generated by the proposed building identification sign.   

 

(f) Vicinity or general area to be served by the use. 

 

The Applicant is an international company but is heavily involved with many major 

construction projects and developments in Northern Virginia. 

 

(g) Description of building façade and architecture of any proposed new building or 

additions. 

 

No new buildings or additions are proposed.  Drawings and photographs showing 

placement of the proposed signage on the existing office building, as well as its 

interrelationship with existing signage, building architecture and facades are included on 

the Sign Plans submitted with this application. 

 

(h) A listing, if known, of all hazardous or toxic substances as set forth in Title 40, Code of 

Federal Regulations, Parts 116.4, 302.4, and 355; all hazardous waste as set forth in 

Virginia Department of Environmental Quality Hazardous Waste Management 

Regulations; and petroleum products as defined in Title 40, Code of Federal Regulations 

Part 280; to be generated, utilized, stored, treated, or disposed of on-site and the size and 

contents of any existing or proposed storage containers.  

 

 Not applicable to this sign area waiver request.   

 

(i) A statement that the proposed use conforms to the provisions of all applicable 

ordinances, regulations, adopted standards, and any applicable conditions. If any 

waiver, exception, or variance is sought by the applicant from these ordinances, 

regulations, standards, and conditions, it must be specifically noted with the justification 

for any modification. 

 

Except for the specific sign area waiver requested by this application, to the best of the 

Applicant’s knowledge, the proposed use complies with all applicable standards, 

ordinances and regulations.       
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Zoning Ordinance Subsection 3103.3 – Sign Control Overlay District 

 

Sign Control Overlay Districts are established in furtherance of subsection 7100.1 by 

restricting freestanding signs in the intensely developed commercial and industrial areas of the 

County where there is an increased need to reduce visual clutter, sight distance obstructions, 

interference with traffic control signals and mechanisms, and where the speed of traffic does not 

warrant the freestanding signs otherwise permitted by the provisions of Article 7. 

 

 The provisions for regulating signs in the Sign Control Overlay District are not applicable 

to this application because the Applicant is not seeking any changes to any freestanding signs at 

the Property. 

 

Zoning Ordinance Subsection 3103.4 – Highway Corridor Overlay District 

 

 To further the purposes set forth in state law, and to protect and promote the health, 

safety, and general welfare of the public by the prevention or reduction of traffic congestion or 

danger in the public and private streets, limitations are placed on certain automobile-oriented, 

fast service, or quick turn-over uses by the imposition of the Highway Corridor Overlay District. 

 

 The regulations of the Highway Corridor Overlay District are not applicable to this 

application because the existing office use (and the proposed building-mounted sign) is not a use 

subject to the additional standards imposed in this Overlay District.  

 

IV. Summary 

 

 For the reasons stated above, the Applicant requests the Board of Supervisors to approve 

a waiver of the total sign area to allow one additional 200 square foot building identity sign to 

recognize Clark’s corporate identity as the major tenant in the Silverline Center building.  The 

Applicant believes that providing signage flexibility and relief in this application is warranted for 

the Property to remain viable and for the Tysons Urban Center Plan to continue to achieve its 

guiding principle of moving Tysons forward within its existing boundaries as the employment 

and commercial economic engine of the region and an expanding contributor to the tax base of 

Fairfax County. 

 

      Respectfully submitted, 

 

CLARK CONSTRUCTION GROUP, LLC 

 
      ______________________________  

   David S. Houston 

 Attorney and Agent for the Applicant  

 


